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Urban  District  of  Esher 


Telephone : Esher  2241 


Council  Offices, 
Esher. 

June,  1960. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1959  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  No.  1/60. 

In  his  Annual  Report  for  1958  my  predecessor  referred  to  the 
changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the  health  services  during  his 
tenure  of  office.  It  is  perhaps  opportune  to  introduce  my  first 
report  by  mentioning  some  of  the  future  developments  to  be 
anticipated  in  the  field  of  public  health.  As  new  knowledge  is 
gained  so  we  can  expect  a greater  freedom  from  those  diseases 
which  still  beset  us,  at  the  same  time  awareness  of  new  factors  in 
the  environment  which  affect  health  will  necessitate  preventive 
action. 

Information  is  being  vigorously  sought  regarding  the  harmful 
affects  of  atmospheric  pollution  of  all  kinds  and  such  knowledge 
as  is  at  present  available  is  being  utilised  by  many  Local 
Authorities  under  adoptive  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956.  Such  action  is  at  present  largely  confined  to  the 
more  densely  populated  and  heavily  polluted  areas,  but  it  will 
undoubtedly  eventually  extend  to  fringe  areas  of  the  great  towns 
and  cities. 

The  hazard  of  radioactivity  presents  a national  and  in  many 
respects  a universal  problem,  but  with  the  development  of  nuclear 
methods  in  industrial  processes  there  is  a very  real  need  for  local 
knowledge  and  supervision  of  sources  of  radioactivity.  For  this 
to  be  effective  it  will  be  necessary  for  Public  Health  staff  to  be 
adequately  trained  in  this  new  science  so  that  they  can  carry  out 
their  task  of  protecting  the  health  of  the  community  they  serve. 

The  modem  legislative  attitude  towards  the  mentally  disabled 
directs  attention  to  community  rather  than  institutional  care.  This 
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may  have  a not  inconsiderable  effect  upon  the  housing  require- 
ments of  affected  families.  Their  accommodation  may  be 
inadequate  or  of  an  unsuitable  type  for  the  care  of  a mentally 
disabled  person. 

Tuberculosis  deaths  continue  to  diminish  steadily  in  number 
and  also  notifications  of  new  cases,  though  to  a less  degree.  It  will 
be  many  years  before  this  disease  disappears  completely  during 
which  preventive  measures  to  control  the  spread  of  infection  will 
still  be  required,  indeed  a redoubled  effort  may  prove  to  be 
necessary  in  the  final  stage. 

These  are  but  a few  of  the  matters  which  seem  likely  to 
become  of  increasing  importance  in  the  next  decade.  Meanwhile 
the  vital  statistics  included  in  the  report  are  satisfactory  and  com- 
pare favourably  with  the  country  as  a whole.  The  work  of  the 
department  has  proceeded  efficiently  and  I am  grateful  to  the 
staff  for  their  willingness  and  co-operation.  I would  like  also 
to  record  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the  hospitable  welcome 
extended  to  me  by  members  of  the  Council,  Chief  Officers  and 
their  staffs  in  my  new  appointment. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  WESTCOMBE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


Acute  Poliomyelitis: — For  the  first  year  since  the  epidemic  of 
1955  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  district.  The 
vaccination  campaign  against  this  disease  was  intensified  and  in 
a week  in  July  during  which  special  publicity  was  undertaken  and 
special  clinics  made  available,  well  over  1,000  people  received 
their  first  injection  in  the  District.  This  was  made  possible  by  the 
co-ordinated  and  unstinted  efforts  of  local  Voluntary  Organisations 
and  the  staff  of  the  Pubhc  Health  Department. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  over  70%  of  the 
eligible  population  were  protected  against  the  disease. 

Tuberculosis. — Eighteen  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
were  notified  and  three  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause.  The 
death  rate  was  -05  per  1,000  population  and  the  notification  rate 
0-31  per  1,000.  Both  these  figures  show  a steady  fall  over  the 
years. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  children  which  was  previously 
confined  to  the  13  year  age  group  has  now  been  extended  to 
include  all  school  leavers. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1959 


New  cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Other 

M.  F. 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Other 

M.  F. 

Under  5 ... 
5-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65  and  over 

2 1 

3 6 

4 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

10  8 

2 

1 2 

1 

Diphtheria. — No  cases  occurred  in  the  district  for  the 
thirteenth  successive  year.  Six  hundred  and  sixty-six  children  were 
immunised  against  the  disease  and  562  were  given  reinforcing 
doses. 
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Dysentery. — There  were  19  cases  of  dysentery  of  the  mild 
sonne  type.  This  is  probably  not  a true  guide  to  the  incidence  of 
the  infection  in  the  community  since  not  all  cases  are  sufficiently 
severe  to  be  investigated  bacteriologically. 


Food  poisoning. — Four  cases  occurred,  two  of  them  being 
members  of  the  same  family  who  were  infected  with  Staphylococcus 
aureus  at  a meal  taken  during  a journey.  The  third  case  resulted 
from  a Company’s  Christmas  dinner  at  a restaurant  in  an  adjoining 
district  and  was  caused  by  Salmonella  typhi-murium,  and  the 
fourth  case  was  due  to  Staphylococcus  aureus. 


Measles: — A widespread  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during 
the  year;  940  cases  were  notified,  a high  proportion  being  of 
early  school  age  as  would  be  expected. 


Whooping  cough: — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  17. 
Seven  hundred  and  three  children  were  immunised  against  the 
disease  and  208  were  given  reinforcing  doses. 


Vaccination: — Details  of  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried 
out  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  primary  vaccinations  660 

Number  of  re-vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 


Tetanus. — Inoculation  against  tetanus  has  been  available 
since  1956  and  is  now  widely  accepted.  Five  hundred  and  seventy 
children  were  immunised  during  the  year  and  120  received 
reinforcing  doses. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  — Section  47 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  this  Act  for  the 
removal  to  hospital  of  any  case  during  the  year.  Preventive  work 
is  constantly  carried  out  for  old  people  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  as  being  possibly  in  need  of 
care  and  attention.  Eighty-two  such  visits  were  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Nurse  in  r959  and  in  all  cases  it  was  found  possible 
to  sustain  the  old  people  either  in  their  own  homes  with  the  help 
of  the  various  Statutory  and  Voluntary  Service  available,  or  by 
gaining  their  voluntary  admission  to  hospital  or  to  County  Welfare 
Homes. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres)  14,847 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid.  1959)  57,110 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — end  of  1959 — according  to  rate 

books  18,527 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1,282,771 

Product  of  a penny  rate  1959/1960  £5,160 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  : — 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  births 

819 

426 

393 

Legitimate  

415 

378 

Illegitimate 

11 

15 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population — 

■14-3 

Corrected  live  birth  rate — 14-3. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Still-births  

15 

5 

10 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

5 

10 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births — 18-0. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total  live  and  still-births  

834 

431 

403 

Legitimate  

420 

388 

Illegitimate 

11 

15 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  

17 

9 

8 

Legitimate  

7 

8 

Illegitimate  

2 

- 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (total  deaths) 

20-8 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (legitimate  deaths)  ... 

18-9 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (illegitimate  deaths)  ... 

76-9 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Neon-natal  (first  four  weeks)  mortality 

15 

7 

8 

Legitimate 

5 

8 

Illegitimate 

2 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births^ — 18-3 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Perinatal  (under  1 week  of  age)  

12 

6 

6 

Legitimate 

4 

6 

Illegitimate  

2 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births — 14-6 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births — 3-2 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-birth  Nil 
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Total  M.  F. 

Deaths  606  249  357 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population — 10-6. 

Corrected  death  rate — 10-5. 

BIRTHS 

During  the  year  819  live  births  were  registered,  this  being  16  less 
than  last  year’s  total.  The  rate  per  1,000  population  was  14-3  compared 
with  the  rate  of  16-5  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  total  number,  26  or 
3-2%  were  illegitimate. 

DEATHS 

During  the  year  606  deaths  were  registered.  The  death  rate  was  10-5 
per  1,000  compared  with  the  rate  of  11-6  for  England  and  Wales.  TTie 
infant  mortality  rate  was  20-8  per  1,000  live  births  and  compares  with 
the  rate  of  22-0  for  England  and  Wales. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

O 

3 

-> 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

T 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles  ...  

- 

— 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

1 

9 

10 

11. 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

23 

5 

28 

12. 

„ „ breast 

- 

13 

13 

13. 

„ „ uterus 

- 

8 

8 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

31 

32 

63 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

O 

4 

16. 

Diabetes 

- 

- 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

21 

73 

94 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

46 

39 

85 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

4 

5 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

O') 

57 

79 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

14 

23 

37 

22. 

Influenza 

10 

10 

20 

23. 

Pneumonia  ... 

11 

17 

28 

24. 

Bronchitis  ...  

16 

5 

21 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

2 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

4 

2 

6 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhcea 

3 

5 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

O 

T 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  

3 

— 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

25 

32 

57 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

5 

7 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

4 

6 

10 

35. 

Suicide  ...  ...  

4 

6 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

“ 

Total 

249 

357 

606 

DEATHS.— AGE  GROUPS 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1959 
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NUMBER  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  YEARLY 
DURING  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

195S 

Acute  encephalitis 

1 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

...  - 

19 

9 

4 

2 

_ 

Acute  pneumonia 

18 

16 

14 

17 

9 

42 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

Dysentery 

3 

5 

149 

70 

20 

19 

Erysipelas  

6 

6 

4 

1 

_ 

8 

Food  poisoning  

1 

1 

13 

8 

4 

Malaria  ...  

...  — 

1 

_ 

Measles 

...  213 

327 

81 

801 

106 

940 

Meningococcal  infection  ... 

- 

1 

— 

3 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

...  — 

— 

1 

_ 

Paratyphoid  fever  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

11 

7 

2 

— 

1 

_ 

Scarlet  fever 

36 

14 

41 

13 

8 

45 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 

32 

31 

32 

19 

21 

20 

Typhoid  fever  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping  cough  ... 

45 

30 

32 

81 

2 
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NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  MONTHLY  DURING  1959 


Month 


c 
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CJ 

X) 
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C/5 
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W) 
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O 

u 

W) 
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-C 


[2 


January  ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

122 

2 

3 

- 

7 

136 

February  ... 

...  20 

1 

1 

- 

416 

5 

1 

- 

3 

447 

March 

...  13 

- 

- 

- 

287 

6 

- 

- 

6 

312 

April 

4 

- 

1 

- 

89 

8 

2 

- 

- 

104 

May 

... 

7 

2 

- 

2 

1 

2 

1 

- 

15 

June 

... 

2 

- 

- 

10 

1 

2 

- 

- 

15 

July 

... 

1 

- 

- 

6 

1 

1 

- 

- 

9 

August 

... 

- 

- 

1 

6 

5 

- 

- 

1 

13 

September 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

7 

October 

1 

5 

- 

- 

9 

1 

- 

- 

18 

November 

... 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

6 

December 

1 

- 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2 

- 

- 

13 

Total 

...  42 

19 

8 

4 

940 

45 

18 

17 

1.095 
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SCHOOLS 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  County  Schools  and  on 
the  rolls  at  31st  January,  1959  was  — 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS 

No.  on  Roll 


Claygate  Junior  School  219 

Claygate  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

Cobham  St.  Andrew’s  Junior  344 

Cobham  Infants  195 

Downside  St.  Matthews  51 

East  Molesey  Junior  Boys 184 

East  Molesey,  Junior  Girls  ...  ...  ...  207 

East  Molesey,  The  Orchard  Infants  154 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Junior  220 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Infants  113 

Hinchley  Wood  Primary  359 

Long  Ditton,  St.  Mary’s  222 

Long  Ditton  Infants  173 

Oxshott,  Royal  Kent  Primary  196 

Thames  Ditton  Junior  238 

Thames  Ditton  Infants  121 

West  Molesey,  Rivermede  Junior  ...  ...  ...  435 

West  Molesey,  Sunnymead  Infants  287 


SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


Cobham,  St.  Andrew’s  407 

Hinchley  Wood  1,233 

Esher,  Wayneflete  461 

Molesey  Boys  313 

Molesey  Girls  270 


Total 


6,545 
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LIST  OF  SURREY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS  IN 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ESHER 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  IMMUNISATION 
North-Central  Division  of  the  County  (Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Health 
Centre,  Grange  Road,  Kingston-on-Thames.  Tel.;  Kingston  7261) 


CLAYGATE  : Village  Hall,  Church  Road  (not  on  telephone). 


General  Medical  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 

COBHAM  : Between  Streets  (Tel.:  Cobham 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  . . 

General  Medical 

Ante-Natal 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 

DOWNSIDE  ; St.  Michael’s  Chapel  (not  on 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 


Tuesdays.  1.30  p.m. 

4th  Tuesday.  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

3252). 

Thursdays,  1.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m.  (Toddlers) 
4th  Thursday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Thursdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

telephone). 

Tuesdays,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


EAST  MOLESEY  : The  Clinic,  St.  Mary’s  Road  (Tel.:  Molesey  4220). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Wednesdays.  1.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 1st  Wednesday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Ante-Natal  . . 1st,  3rd  and  5lh  Monday,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


EAST  MOLESEY  : W.V.S.  Office,  144-150,  Walton  Road  (Tel.  Molesey  6708). 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Mondays  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Tuesday  - Friday  10  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 


ESHER  : King  George’s  Hall,  High  Street  (Tel.:  Esher  3285). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays.  1 .30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 3rd  Tliursday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  ..  Tliursdays  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon.  2.15  pm. 

to  4.30  p.m. 

HINCHLEY  WOOD  : St.  Christopher’s  Hall  (net  on  telephone). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  Fridays.  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . Last  Friday  in  each  month  2 p.m.  t<i  4 p.m. 


LONG  DITTON  : Parish  Hall,  Thorkhill 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
General  Medical 
Ante-Natal 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . 
OXSHOTT  : Women’s  Institute,  Steels  Lane 

Health  Visitors’  weighing  and 
consultation  se.ssion 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 
WEST  MOLESEY  : Hurst  Cottage,  Walton 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
General  Medical 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 
Ante-Natal 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 


lad  (Tel.:  Emberbrook  4495). 

Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 

Fridays.  10.30  to  12  noon. 

2nd  Friday.  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m 
Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

(not  on  telephone). 

1st,  3rd.  4th  and  5th  Wednesdays. 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

2nd  Wednesday,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 
Road.  (Tel.:  Molesey  2478). 

Fridays,  1 .30  p.m. 

Monday  to  Friday.  9.30  a m.  to  10.45  a.m. 
2nd  Wednesday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Mondays.  10.45  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Mondays  to  Fridays  2.15  p.m.  to  4.45  p.m. 
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DISTRICT  NURSES  AND  MIDWIVES  IN  THE 
ESHER  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DISTRICT  NURSES 

Area  Served  Name,  Address,  Telephone  No. 

CLAYGATE ; 

Miss  B.  Brooker,  96,  The  Roundway,  (Esher  4787). 

Miss  K.  Brackley,  96,  The  Roundway,  (Esher  4787). 

COBHAM  : 

*Miss  R.  Wright,  9,  Wyndham  Avenue,  Cobham  (Cobham  3264). 

*Miss  M.  Owen,  116c,  Anyards  Road,  Cobham  (Cobham  3110). 

ESHER  : 

Miss  G.  P.  Preston-TIiomas,  37,  Cranbrook  Drive,  Esher  (Emberbrook  4123). 

Miss  E.  S.  E.  Philipps,  “The  Cottage”,  The  Green,  Esher  (Esher  4434). 

EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY  : 

Miss  M.  V.  Burke,  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2537). 

Miss  B.  Furber,  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2537). 

Miss  E.  Henbest,  22,  Queens  Road,  Thames  Ditton  (Emberbrook  5589). 

LONG  DITTON  : 

*Mrs.  Bell,  10,  Brcoklands  Road  (Emberbrook  4631). 

OXSHOTT : 

*Miss  A.  Clement,  “Cartref”,  Danes  Hill,  (Oxshott  2758). 

THAMES  DITTON  AND  HINCHLEY  WOOD  : 

*Covered  by  Surbiton  Nurses’  Home,  21  - 23,  Upper  Brighton  Road,  Surbiton. 
(Elmbridge  3027).  (Superintendent  : Miss  P.  M.  Stanley). 


MIDWIVES 

ESHER  : 

Miss  H.  V.  Lloyd,  1,  Telegraph  Lane,  Claygate  (Esher  3927). 

EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY  ; 

Miss  M.  Holdaway,  34,  Merton  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2597). 


* District  Nurse/Midwife. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Esher.  June,  I960. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  third  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the 
year  1959. 

Progress  in  the  field  of  public  health  is  often  regarded  as  slow 
but  looking  back  at  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  1930’s  it  occurs  to 
me  that  a few  comparisons  may  be  of  interest  to  illustrate  the 
widening  scope  of  public  health  work  in  this  area. 

Although  the  acreage  of  the  district  has  remained  the  same, 
the  population  in  1933  was  less  than  35,000  while  today  it  is  over 
57,000  — an  increase  of  more  than  60  per  cent.  Inhabited  houses 
have  risen  from  9,647  to  18,527.  The  number  of  persons  per  house 
has  shown  the  considerable  reduction  from  3-61  to  3 08. 

The  individual  populations  of  the  various  wards  in  the  Urban 
District  have  all  risen,  the  most  notable  change  being  in  West 
Molesey  where  since  1933  the  increase  shows  approximately  a 
200  per  cent  rise  and  in  Thames  Ditton  approximately  50  per  cent. 

Factories  and  shops  have  naturally  increased  to  provide  for 
the  work  and  needs  of  the  growing  communities. 

These  figures,  however,  convey  nothing  of  the  tact  and 
persuasion  used  by  the  officers  of  this  Department  as  part  of  their 
everyday  task  of  securing  improvements  in  environmental  hygiene 
and  in  enlisting  the  co-operation  of  the  public  to  observe  public 
health  requirements,  bearing  in  mind  any  factors  that  will  influence 
the  health  and  comfort  of  the  individual. 

During  the  year  under  review  I was  privileged  to  attend  the 
Diamond  Jubilee  International  Conference  of  the  National  Society 
for  Clean  Air.  Learned  papers  were  read  by  representatives  of 
different  countries  and  we  were  left  in  no  doubt  firstly  that  air 
pollution  is  receiving  world-wide  consideration,  and  secondly  that 
the  aim  should  be  not  only  to  cut  out  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
but  also  to  eliminate  undesirable  gases. 

Housing  repair  work  continues  to  receive  attention  and 
sampling  under  the  Food  and  I>rugs  Act  deserves  special  mention 
as  the  year  closed  without  a non-genuine  certificate  being  issued 
by  the  Analyst. 
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This  report  gives  me  the  opportunity  to  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  support  given  to  me  by  the  members  of  the  Council  and  to 
thank  Dr.  P.  Westcombe,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the 
officers  of  other  departments  for  their  co-operation  and  the  staff 
of  the  department  for  their  continued  support. 

I am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  C.  ARMSTRONG 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

ANALYSTS  OF  VISITS 

Premises  inspected  514 

Premises  reinspected  or  works  in  progress 1,167 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Infectious  disease  (including  visits  by  P.  H.  Nurse)  176 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Food  poisoning  10 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  555 

Food  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  340 

Milk  sampling  (phosphatase)  83 

Ice  cream  55 

Water  supply  or  sampling  24 

Shops  Act  6 

Factories  (powered)  78 

Factories  (non-powered)  ...  26^ 

Outworkers’  premises  4 

Sanitary  conveniences  on  building  sites  18 

Stables  and  piggeries  28 

Ponds,  ditches,  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Petroleum  storage  340 

Caravans  ...  8 

Rats  and  mice,  etc.,  (visits  by  Pests  Officer) 2,336 

Disinfestation  38 

Clean  Air  Act  33 

Pet  Animals  Act  4 

Miscellaneous  558 
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HOUSING 

STATISTICS 

No.  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1959  114 

No.  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  during  1959  302 

No.  of  Council  houses  under  construction  47 

No.  of  private  houses  under  construction  276 

Dwellings  provided  by  conversion  (private) 14 

COMPLAINTS 

The  number  received  during  the  year  was  148 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  (written)  58 

Informal  Notices  (verbal)  ...  4 

Abatement  Notices  in  respect  of  nuisances  Section  93,  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  14 

HOUSE  REPAIRS 

Ceilings  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  23 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  20 

Doors  and  frames  renewed  or  repaired  ...  18 

Eavesgutters  and  rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  56 

Fireplaces  and  ranges  provided  or  repaired  ...  15 

Floors  and  skirtings  renewed  or  lepaired  ...  15 

Floors  - sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved  6 

Roofs  - stripped  and  re-roofed  or  repaired  ...  27 

Sinks  - new  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  7 

Staircases  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Step  renewed  or  repaired  1 

Walls,  external  - repaired  or  reconstructed 29 

Walls  - dampness  remedied  ...  52 

Walls,  internal  - plaster  renewed  or  repaired  47 

Windows  - sashes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  19 

Windows  - frames  and  cills  renewed  or  repaired 28 

Windows  - reveals  repointed 11 

Windows  - sash  cords  or  glazing  putty  renewed 43 

Yard  repaired  or  resurfaced  ...  ...  1 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Supply  reinstated  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  8 

Supply  pipes  and  taps  renewed  or  repaired 5 

Tank  and  cover  renewed  1 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Abatement  Notices  served  in  respect  of  a certain  premises  at 
Thames  Ditton  were  not  complied  with  and  these  notices  were 
brought  before  the  Justices  at  the  Petty  Sessional  Division  of 
Kingston-upon-Thames.  Orders  were  made  for  the  abatement  of 
the  nuisances  and  the  sum  of  £3.  3s.  Od.  in  costs  was  awarded  to 
the  Council. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Housing  Acts  1936,  1949  and  1957 

After  protracted  informal  negotiations  the  following  three 
old  properties  were  demolished  during  the  year  ; — 

Hill  Cottage,  High  Street,  Esher. 

Ivy  Cottage,  High  Street,  Esher. 

St.  Nicholas,  High  Street,  Esher. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  under-mentioned  were  also 
demolished  : — 

Nos.  1-6  Bennett’s  Cottages,  Tartar  Hill,  Cobham,  under 
a Clearance  Order. 

No.  130  Hare  Lane,  Claygate.  This  property  was  dealt  with 
previously  as  an  individual  unfit  house. 

RENT  ACT  1957  (First  Schedule) 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  information  that  the  number 
of  applications  for  certificates  under  the  Rent  Act  during  1959 
was  considerably  reduced. 

Part  1 ' — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  6 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  ...  6 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  5 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 


paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  5 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 

under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  ... 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  1 

Part  2^ — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates 4 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  2 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenants  objection  - 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  2 
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DRAINAGE 

In  this  country  I am  sure  good  drainage  has  been  a bulwark 
in  the  great  improvement  shown  in  public  health  since  the  turn  of 
the  century.  The  Public  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  law  in  relation  to  drainage  at  all  existing 
premises  together  with  the  means  of  disposal  where  there  is  no 
public  sewer. 

During  the  year  several  premises  previously  served  by 
cesspools  were  connected  to  the  sewer.  No  opportunity  was  missed 
to  encourage  owners  of  property  with  unsatisfactory  drainage  to 
do  this.  A number  of  houses  in  Oxshott  still  have  cesspool 
drainage.  It  is  expected,  however,  that  in  the  near  future  sewerage 
schemes  will  be  started  to  serve  the  Bird’s  Hill  Drive,  Broomfield 
Ride  area.  Extensive  repairs  and  relaying  of  drains  were  carried 
out  at  a large  block  of  flats  in  Thames  Ditton. 

•Difficulties  arise  in  establishing  responsibility  for  clearing 
stoppages  and  for  repairs  where  houses  share  the  same  drain. 
Advice  to  householders  is  often  given  regarding  such  responsibility 
and  they  are  invariably  surprised  to  learn  that  a drain  serving 
only  one  house  remains  the  responsibility  of  the  owner  of  that 
house  even  though  the  drain  passes  under  the  public  highway  to 
connect  to  the  sewer.  If  the  highway  has  to  be  dug  up  the  owner 
of  the  premises  that  is  served  by  the  drain  must  bear  the  cost  of 
this  work. 

Pipes  four  inches  in  diameter  have  for  some  years  been 
standard  practice  for  house  drainage  and  pipes  of  this  size 
properly  glazed  are  normally  self  cleansing,  in  other  words  the 
flush  of  water  through  the  pipes  is  sufficient  to  carry  away  solid 
matter  and  leave  the  inside  of  the  pipes  clean.  In  my  opinion 
householders  should  be  warned  against  the  person  who  knocks  on 
the  door  claiming  to  be  from  a firm  which  specialises  in  drain- 
cleaning and  expresses  the  view  that  unless  the  drains  are  cleaned 
regularly  the  householder  is  likely  to  “run  into  trouble’’.  Many 
unsuspecting  housewives  have  cheerfully  paid  substantial  sums 
merely  for  these  individuals  to  pass  drain  rods  uselessly  down  the 
house  drains  and  pour  some  strong-smelling  disinfectant  worth  a 
few  pence  into  the  inlet  gullies.  This  practice  is  known  to  go  on 
in  the  urban  district  and  wherever  possible  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  have  informed  householders  about  it.  Cleaning  of  gully 
traps  that  receive  waste  water  and  clearing  of  grids  over  such 
gullies  should  be  all  that  is  necessary  for  maintenance  in  respect 
of  external  soil  drains. 

It  is  known  that  when  the  type  of  operator  previously 
mentioned  finds  he  has  run  up  against  a genuine  obstruction  or 
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defect  in  the  drain  he  says  that  this  is  not  a matter  with  which  he 
can  deal  and  hastens  on  to  the  next  “dirty”  drain. 

Experience  has  proved  that  local  building  firms  have  always 
been  most  helpful  to  householders  when  drains  have  to  be  cleared 
and  the  public  would  be  well  advised  to  seek  their  advice  or  the 
advice  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  before  paying  for  unneces- 
sary cleaning  of  drainage  systems. 

COMPLAINTS 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was  101. 
NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  (written)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Informal  Notices  (verbal)  ...  20 

Abatement  Notices  requiring  repair  of  defective  closets  Section  45, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  5 

Abatement  Notices  to  drain  buildings.  Section  39,  Public  Health 

Act  1936  13 

DRAINAGE  REPAIRS 

Drains  cleared  15 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  40 

Gully  kerbing  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Inspection  Chambers  - covers  and  frames  renewed  or  repaired  ...  7 

Private  sewer  cleared  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Surface  water  drain  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Soil  and  vent  pipe  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fresh  Air  inlets  renewed  or  repaired 2 

Waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cesspools  filled  in  and  houses  connected  to  sewer 9 

WATER  CLOSETS 

Chamber  (structure)  rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  7 

Flushing  - cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pans  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pans  - seats  renewed  or  repaired  or  pans  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  3 


24 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

FOOD  SAMPLING 

None  of  the  samples  were  reported  upon  adversely  and  this 
fact  is  one  which  should  not  be  passed  over  without  comment. 

I feel  that  this  excellent  result  from  the  year’s  sampling  does 
signify  that  food  manufacturers  are  making  a real  effort  to  present 
to  the  public  genuine  food  products. 

An  attempt  is  made  to  obtain  samples  ranging  over  a very  wide 
choice  of  foods  and  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  Analyst 
reports  not  only  on  whether  the  article  itself  is  genuine  but  also 
whether  any  matter  has  been  added  or  abstracted  to  affect  the 
quality  of  the  article  or  whether  any  permitted  preservative  is 
within  prescribed  limits  and  whether  the  label  on  the  article 
complies  with  the  Food  Labelling  Orders. 

This  good  record  during  the  year  may  be  sharply  contrasted 
with  the  report  given  prominence  in  the  National  Press  of  edible 
oil  being  contaminated  with  mineral  oil  used  for  greasing,  in  North 
Africa.  Thousands  of  people  became  ill  as  a result  of  this  con- 
tamination, the  main  symptom  being  paralysis. 

During  the  year  172  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  This  number  of  samples  is 
an  average  of  3-02  samples  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Formal 

Almonds  - ground  ...  2 

Anchovy  Spread  

Antacid  Tablets  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Basil  Powder  

Beef  - mince  ...  ...  1 

Beans  - butter  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Biscuits  ...  ...  ...  •••  ~ 

Blackcurrant  Syrup 

Brandy  2 

Breadcnimbs  - 

Butter  ...  ...  15 

Castor  Oil  ...  ~ 

Caterpillars  - roasted  

Cereal  - baby  

Cheese  Spread  

Cheese  Spread  with  Ham 

Chicken  in  Jelly  ...  “ 

Coco  Cola  ...  " 

Codeine  Tablets  ...  ...  •••  •••  “ 

Coffee  


Informal 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

'» 
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Formal 


Coffee  - instant 
Confectionery  - Flour 
Confectionery  - Sugar 
Cooking  Fat 
Cordial 

Cough  Pastilles 
Cream  - sterilised  ... 

Curry  Powder 

Dates  

Fish  Cakes  

Fish  Paste 
Fish  Straws 
Gees  Linctus 
Gelatine 
Gin 

Glycerine  - 
Glycerine  of  Thymol  Pastilles 
Ginger  - ground 
Grapefruit  Segments 
Gravy  Brown 
Herbs  - mixed 
Horseradish  - grated 
Horseradish  Relish  ... 

Ice  Cream  

Indigestion  Tablets 

Jam  

Lard  

Lemon  Flavour 
Lemon  Glucose  Drink 
Liver  Sausage 
Luncheon  Meat  - pork 

Margarine  

Marzipan  

Meat  Pies  

Meat  Pudding 
Milk  


Milk  - Channel  Island 

Mustard  

Nutmeat  Brawn 

Olive  Oil  

Pate  de  Foie  Truffe  ... 
Pepper  - white 
Pickle 

Pork  Roll  

Pork  and  Veal  Galantine 

Raisins  

Rum 


1 


2 

1 

4 


2 


1 


2 

2 

6 

1 

18 

4 


1 


Informal 

1 

3 

10 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 
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Formal  Informal 


Rum  Butter _ j 

Salted  Peanuts  - i 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 - 

Sausages  - pork  8 

Sausages  - veal  1 

Sausage  meat  - pork  ...  ...  ...  l - 

Salmon  in  Butter  ...  ...  - 1 

Slimming  Diet  - 1 

Spaghetti  Bolognaise  - 1 

Spice  - mixed  - 1 

Sponge  Mix  ...  - 1 

Table  Dessert  ...  ...  - 1 

Tea  - 3 

Tomato  Juice  - 1 

Tonic  Wine  ...  1 l 

Tuna  ...  - 1 

Veal,  Ham  and  Egg  Pie  ...  ...  ...  1 - 

Vinegar  2 

Virol  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Vitamin  Tablets  - 1 

Whisky  ...  ...  ...  5 - 

Yeast  ...  ...  ...  1 

Totals  ...  89  83 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  following  is  a list  of  diseased  or  otherwise  unsound  meat 
and  other  foods  which  was  surrendered  and  destroyed  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  ; — 


lbs. 

lbs. 

Beef 

5 

Turkey 

123 

Lamb 

67 

Tinned  Meat 

152 

Pork 

71 

Tinned  Ham 

57 

Veal  

...  125 

Fish  ... 

21 

Lamb  Livers 

16 

Total 

... 

5 cwts.  2 qtrs.  21  lbs. 

Christmas  Pudding 

2 tins 

Milk  

4 tins 

Coffee  

3 tins 

Pickles 

5 jars 

Conserve 

16  jars 

Ravioli 

4 tins 

Fish  

13  tins 

Soup  

17  tins 

Fruit  

217  tins 

Vegetables 

55  tins 

Fruit  Juice 

25  tins 

Miscellaneous  ... 

3 items 

Total 

364 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

A number  of  articles  of  food  complained  about  by  members 
of  the  public  were  examined  by  the  Inspectors  or  sent  for  analysis. 
In  respect  of  the  following  two  items  legal  proceedings  resulted. 

(1)  Cream 

The  bottle  containing  the  cream  was  found  to  also  contain 
builders  mortar. 

The  case  was  decided  in  the  Council’s  favour,  the  cream  being 
judged  not  of  the  quality  demanded. 

A fine  of  £5.  Os.  Od.  was  imposed. 

(2)  Orange  Drink  with  added  Glucose 

This  case  followed  closely  the  pattern  of  the  previous  one 
and  a £20.  Os.  Od.  fine  was  imposed. 

PRESERVATIVES  IN  FOOD 
Food  Standards  Committee  Report 

In  November  1959  there  was  a joint  announcement  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  Home  Office  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

“If  the  Committee’s  recommendations  were  accepted  all  the 
foods  at  present  permitted  to  contain  preservative  would  continue 
to  be  allowed  to  do  so;  modifications  are,  however,  suggested  in 
the  provisions  applying  to  fruit  pulp  and  other  fruit  products, 
soft  drinks,  pickles  and  sauces.  Changes  are  also  suggested  in  the 
present  provisions  for  cured  meats.  The  more  important  suggested 
additions  to  the  list  of  foods  permitted  to  contain  preservatives  are 
for  bread  to  contain  propionic  acid;  for  flour  confectionery,  cheese 
and  certain  food  adjunct^  to  contain  sorbic  acid;  and  for  various 
canned  foods  and  cheese  to  contain  the  antibiotic,  nisin.  The  pro- 
visions relating  to  the  treatment  of  citrus  fruits  have  already  been 
amended  in  accordance  with  the  Committee’s  recommendations. 

“In  formulating  their  recommendations  the  Committee  have 
been  guided  by  the  principles  that  preservatives  should  only  be 
employed  in  foods  if  their  use  has  been  expressly  authorised;  that 
additions  should  only  be  permitted  in  those  foods  where  they  have 
been  shown  to  be  necessary  or  advantageous,  and  then  only  in  the 
amounts  needed  to  achieve  the  desired  effect;  and  that  the  addition 
should  not  give  rise  to  any  health  hazard. 

“The  Committee  recommend  that  the  use  of  preservatives  in 
food  and  advice  on  the  need  for  changes  in  the  regulations  should 
be  kept  under  review.” 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

During  the  year,  after  repeated  warnings  and  explanatory 
talks  on  food  hygiene,  which  were  virtually  ignored,  legal 
proceedings  were  taken  against  a local  snack  bar  proprietor.  He 
was  convicted  on  three  summonses  and  fined  £5.  Os.  Od.  on  each. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949-  1954 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered  in  the  area  ...  9 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies  (not  being 

Dairy  Farms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised)  Regulations  1949  - 1954,  have  been  issued  as 


follows — 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  “Sterilised”  Milk  ...  ...  14 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised”  Milk  17 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Sterilised”  Milk  ...  8 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Pasteurised”  Milk  ...  10 


Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations  1949,  have  been  issued  as  follows  : — 

Dealers  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  ...  17 
Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  10 


ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  52  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  (Methylene  Blue  Test).  The  results  were  as  follows; — 


Rate  % of  the 

Provisional 

No.  of 

total  number  of 

grade 

samples 

samples  taken. 

1 

45 

86-54 

2 

1 

1-92 

3 

5 

9-62 

4 

1 

1-92 

For  comparison  the  years 

1957  and 

1958  are  given 

below 

1957 

1958 

Provisional 

No.  of 

Provisional  No.  of 

grade 

samples 

Rate  % 

grade 

samples  Rate  % 

1 

38 

74-50 

1 

46 

90-20 

2 

11 

21-58 

2 

3 

5-88 

3 

2 

3-92 

3 

2 

3-92 

4 

- 

0-00 

4 

0-00 

Grade  1 and  2 samples  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  to  1959 

1.  Inspections : 


PRENUSES 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

49 

24 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

217 

75 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 

workers’ premises’ 

18 

1 

Total  ... 

266 

117 

4 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : 


PARTICULARS 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

No.  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

which 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Tempera- 
ture (S.3)  

_ 



_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  





_ 





Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  





_ 



— 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insuflficient  ... 

9 

9 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

4 

4 

3 



(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  

Total  ... 

13 

13 

- 

4 

- 

30 


The  number  of  outworkers  in  the  district  is  9.  Their  premises 
have  been  visited  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  Certificates  issued  for  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire,  as  provided  by  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act  1937,  was  3. 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

During  1959,  89  premises  within  the  Urban  District  were 
licenced  to  store  145,055  gallons  of  Petroleum  Spirit  and  Petroleum 
Mixtures.  The  weight  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  stored  was  22  cwt. 

Following  Home  Office  recommendations  new  licensing  con- 
ditions were  imposed  regarding  testing  of  underground  tanks  and 
the  application  of  a new  safety  standard  for  electrical  equipment 
associated  with  petrol  pumps.  The  attention  of  licensees  was  drawn 
to  these  matters;  their  response  was  very  good  indeed  and  much 
work  has  been  done  to  achieve  better  safety  standards. 

117  tanks  were  tested  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  destruction  of  pests  has  proceeded  very  much  as  in 
previous  years  except  that  the  number  of  complaints  generally  was 
considerably  higher  owing  to  the  unusually  large  number  of  wasps. 
This  was  due  to  the  fine  summer.  The  Council  has  decided  that  in 
future  ithe  service  for  destruction  of  wasp  nests  will  not  be 
continued. 

The  number  of  agreements  with  business  premises  is  still 
approximately  the  same,  and  the  spraying  of  school  canteens  with 
D.D.T.  against  flies  continues  with  satisfactory  results. 

Seven  foxes  were  killed  this  year  by  organised  drives,  but  in 
addition  the  Pest  Officer  accounted  for  seven  litters  of  cubs  in  the 
spring  which  helps  to  keep  the  adult  fox  population  low. 

The  rabbits  on  the  commons  were  gassed  under  the  direction 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  although  a second  attack  of 
myxomatosis  has  kept  the  general  infestation  quite  low,  it  seems 
to  have  left  a much  higher  residue  than  the  first  attack. 

Once  again  the  Pest  Officer  has  been  called  upon  to  deal  with 
assorted  unusual  pests  from  ants  to  bats,  and  two  successful  raids 
were  made  on  the  feral  pigeons  roosting  on  the  railway  arch  in 
Lower  Green  Road,  Esher. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Report  for  the  9 months  beginning  1st  April,  1959  and  ending  31st  December,  1959. 
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(5) 

Agricultural 

32 

32 

1 

1 1 

1 I 

1 

1 

I 1 

1 

1 

1 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

(4) 

Total  of  Cols. 
(1),  (2)  & (3) 

20,951 

CS  fS 

1,749 

630 

115 

718 

1,679 

1 1 

1 

1 

SO 

Non-Agricultural  | 

(3) 

All  other 
(inc.  Business 
Premises) 

2,601 

^ 1 Os 
cn  1 -H 

524 

1 

104  ' 

1 ^ 

134 

466 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Council 
Hciuses) 

18,279 

OO  I 

1 

1,225 

520 

84 

578 

1,213 

1 1 

1 

SO 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

1 s 1 

3^2 

1 

Ui  u 

O 0 

SS 

1^ 

(/> 

a 

■l.i 

1 1 

O) 

CJ 

is 

SO 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

I.  Total  number  of  properties  in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

11.  Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a result  of  (a) 
notification,  (b)  survey  under  the  Act,  (c)  other- 
wise, e.g.,  when  visited  primarily  for  some  other 
purpose 

III.  Total  inspections  carried  out  including  re-inspec- 
tions (to  be  completed  only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

IV.  Number  of  properties  inspected  (in  Section  II) 
which  were  found  to  be  infested  by  : (a)  Rats, 

(b)  Mice 

V.  Number  of  infested  properties  (in  Section  IV) 
treated  by  the  Local  Authority 

VI.  Total  treatments  carried  out,  including  re-treat- 
ment  (to  be  completed  only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

VII.  Number  of  notices  served  under  Section  IV  ; — 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e.  Proofing) 

VIII.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default  action  was  taken 
by  Lccal  Authority  following  issue  of  a notice 
under  Section  IV  of  the  Act 

IX.  Legal  proceedings 

X.  Number  of  “Block”  control  schemes  carried  out 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 
COMPLAINTS 

The  number  received  during  the  year  was  75. 
NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  (verbal)  5 

Informal  Notices  (written)  8 

Abatement  Notice  to  provide  a dustbin,  Section  75, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  1 

Abatement  Notices  in  respect  of  nuisances  Section  93, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  2 


GENERAL  NUISANCES  ABATED 

Accumulations  removed  ...  6 

Dustbins  provided 3 

Premises  from  which  animals  were  removed 2 

Premises  disinfested  11 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  8 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATH 

There  is  only  one  public  swimming  bath  in  this  District.  It 
is  an  open  air  bath  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Thames  in  East 
Molesey. 

The  source  of  the  water  used  for  filling  and  topping  up  the 
bath  is  from  a private  artesian  well.  The  bath  contains  250,000 
gallons  of  water  of  which  28,000  are  circulated  through  the 
filtration  plant  per  hour  giving  an  approximate  eight  hour  turn- 
over of  the  whole  of  the  water  in  the  bath. 

The  method  of  treatment  is  by  continual  mechanical  filtration 
through  a rapid  sand  filter  and  the  addition  of  chlorine  by  the 
break-point  system. 

This  public  bath  has  an  exemplary  record  with  regard  to  the 
results  of  bacteriological  sampling.  At  no  time  has  an  unsatis- 
factory result  been  recorded.  This  speaks  highly  for  the  skilled 
persons  responsible  for  the  efficient  operation  of  the  plant 
especially  during  hot  weather  when  peak  bathing  loads  were 
experienced. 
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DISINFECTION 

Following  cases  of  infectious  disease,  disinfection  was  carried 
out  in  respect  of  rooms  or  bedding  at  32  premises. 


SPRAYING  OF  PONDS  AND  DITCHES 

The  spraying  of  ponds,  ditches,  watercourses  and  water  holes 
in  the  district  with  mosquito  oil  has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous 
years  with  satisfactory  results. 


LICENSING  OF  SLAUGHTERMEN 

There  were  6 licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  this  urban  district. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

The  main  purpose  of  this  Act  is  the  enforcement  of  the 
protection  of  animals  in  the  business  of  selling  them  as  pets. 

The  prescribed  fee  for  an  annual  licence  is  10/-  Three 
applications  were  received,  one  from  Cobham,  one  from  Esher 
and  one  from  East  Molesey  and  in  each  case  the  Council  granted 
a licence  after  an  inspection  and  report. 


RAINFALL 

Table  showing  rainfall  in  the  district  during  1959,  taken  at  the 
Sewage  Purification  Works,  Esher. 


January 

2-18  ins. 

August 

1-08 

ins. 

February 

0-06  „ 

September 

001 

March  ... 

1-81  „ 

October 

2-29 

April  . . . 

2-03  „ 

November 

2-51 

ff 

May 

104  „ 

December 

3-35 

>> 

June 

0-52  „ 

July  ... 

1-44  „ 

Total  18-32 

ins. 

Compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  this  is  a 
decrease  of  10T7  inches. 

The  average  yearly  rainfall  for  the  past  five  years  was 
22T5  inches. 
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